FATALITYX OF NEGRO POLITICIANS, |
The fatality among colored politicians in
Loulsinna is ono of the signs of tho times.
They cannot endure the strain of political
prosperity any moro]than the Sandwich Isl- ‘
ander can stand the civilization of the white
man. They are killed off by it as the peopla ‘
of India are swept by thoe plague, and thoir
mortality list becomes the most painfully in-
teroating fact for i i
and study. Tho New Orleans Z'imes of a rxo-
cont date calls attention to this list. First
camo Lieutenant.Governor Oscar J. Dunn, a
full-blood, of considerable montal and physi-
cal power, digrified, staid and respectable,
and who commanded the respeot of all who
knew him. Hedied suddenly of somo mys-
torious disease. Then camo a light mulatto
named Ipgrabam, who, by force of some
smartnoss and vast audaoity, veulted into
high political positions—senator, membeor of
all the stato convontions, member of tho
motropolitan board, and general orator. He
died of dissipation and vice. Barber, a pure,
full-blooded nogro, came noxt, He was gon-
eral and senator, and died of npo-
ploxy. Then Isabel, one of the most
activo, zealous ond capable of the
colored politicians, who recontly died a vic-
tim of vico and dissipation. And lastisJ.
Sella Mlartin, n mulatto, who was tho ablest
of tho list, and who died tho otber day. He,
too, wes tho victim of intomperance and its
sccompanying vices, although at one timea
shining clorical light in the moral city of
Boston. The white man's politics was too
much for all of them ; they went down, most
of them i inionsly, under the exoi t
Tho clovation was too sudden, tho position
too new, the sur dings too bewilderi
the strain too exhausting, and, under tbo ex-
citomont, they succumbed. Of course, there
is no suspicion that any of them was foully
dealt with, 1Iad thero been, we should have
heard Morton howling iu tho sonate, and an
investigating committce would bave beon on
its waoy to the Pelican city to ferrot out the
‘‘deep damnntion of their taking off.” The
simple truth is that the white man's politics
aro fatal to the ¢ American citizen of African
doscent.”  Thoro is constant vexation, ard no
morriment in it, Not to have his regular
gulfaw—his old plantation roar of laughter—
is deeth o tho negro, certain doath to him in
a very short time. I{o can't extract laughtor
frow polities, and ho dies for the want of
shaking hig sides.




